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as regards the scope of its power? It unquestionably
manifests a disposition to keep and use the whole arsenal
of its predecessors. The great engine of political abuse has
always been political mysticism. Formerly we were told
of the divine origin of the State and the divine authority
of rulers. The mystical contents of "sovereignty" have
always provided an inexhaustible source of dogma and
inference for any extension of State power. The new
democracy having inherited the power so long used against
it, now shows every disposition to use that power as ruth-
lessly as any other governing organ ever has used it.
We are told that the State is an ethical person. This
is the latest form of political mysticism. Now, it is true
that the State is an ethical person in just the same sense
as a business firm, a joint stock corporation, or a debating
society. It is not a physical person, but it may be a
metaphysical or legal person, and as such it has an
entity and is an independent subject of rights and duties.
Like the other ethical persons, however, the State is just
good for what it can do to serve the interests of man,
and no more. Such is far from being the meaning and
utility of the dogma that the State is an ethical person.
The dogma is needed as a source from which can be spun
out again contents of phrases and deductions previously
stowed away in it. It is only the most modern form of
dogmatism devised to sacrifice the man to the institution
which is not good for anything except so far as it can
serve the man.
One of the newest names for the coming power is the
"omnicracy." Mankind has been trying for some thou-
sands of years to find the right -ocracy. None of those
which have yet been tried have proved satisfactory. We
want a new name on which to pin new hopes, for man-
kind "never is, but always to be blessed/* Omnicracy